Joe Fritsch
Chap. 2: Research and Writing as a Process


In Chapter 2, we are introduced to the idea of writing as process. This basic concept serves to temporalize the dreadful sense of a monolithic written product, providing an incremental model for productive engagement with one’s writing practice. Just as no person is born a good writer, the text reminds us that no piece of writing is a readymade falling immediately from the fount of the imagination.
Although the text concerns itself with writing across disciplines, it distills four phases common to the writing process of all fields: pre-writing, drafting, revising and editing. Pre-writing comprises a number of mental and physical activities that help get the writer ready to draft. Drafting, then, is a part of the process that decidedly involves structuring thoughts and materials accrued during the pre-writing phase into a coherent form (such as sentences and paragraphs). The next two terms essay further shaping of whatever was produced by the pre-writing and drafting phases. Revising entails large-scale changes, whereas editing is more about the minutia.
While the book does not always differentiate between writing and research, we are provided with three basic research methodologies: quantitative (numerical data); qualitative (non-numerical); and mixed-methods (little bit of both). Throughout the chapter, other important terms that writers of any discipline should know include: primary sources (materials firsthand sources that the writer will treat directly); secondary sources (materials that address the primary sources); and tertiary sources (materials that make broad claims about primary or secondary sources or the field to which they belong).
[bookmark: _GoBack]In total, the chapter provides helpful ways of thinking about the writing process that makes it a more manageable, individualized, and social undertaking.  
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